
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                                     JULY 12, 2015 
  
ORDINARY  TIME – 7th  SUNDAY  AFTER  PENTECOST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 278 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, how other people see me matters to me.  
Intellectually I think it shouldn’t, but emotionally it does.  My 
caring about how I am seen motivates me to be more 
concerned about my presentation than my experience.  One 
part of me thinks my being this way is “bad” and needs to be 
changed.  Another part of me is more understanding and 
considers my being this way to be “normal,” deserving of 
sympathy and compassion. There is tension in me between the 
need to be seen a certain way and the importance of being 
congruent; living in this tension is very stressful.  Remind me 
that I am a person who worries about how others see me, that 
I pay a price for this, and that I am not very compassionate 
about being this way.  Comprehending this about myself is 
what it means to experience the fullness of my own life.  I 
depend on you to bring such fullness to me. 

  
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 
 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Mark 6:14-29 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 286 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 404 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings for July 19, 2015 
2 Samuel 7:1-14a; Psalm 89:20-37; 

Ephesians 2:11-22; Mark 6:30-34, 53-56. 
F.Y.I. 
 The Church School Teachers are taking a break for the summer.  
There will be no church school during July and August. 
 Next Sunday we will share lunch.  Bring some food and plan to 
stay. 
 In the coffee room are copies of an article: “Imaging God: Jesus 
and God.”  It is chapter four of The God We Never Knew, by 
Marcus Borg.  The article is offered as part of an ongoing 
conversation around the question: Was Jesus God?  There are 
also copies of the book for sale for $14.50.  Checks should be 
made out to Faith Presbyterian Church.  Mark the Memo: Book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode.                              [H] 585-8350 
Pastor: Jim Robie                  [C] 291-8489 

 

We are a community that gathers in an attitude of 
reverence directed toward God. 

 
Reverence is a feeling of deep respect and devotion, of 
profound awe, of admiration and esteem and honor, 

of gratitude. 
 

This feeling arises from the experience of knowing that 
it is not possible to be separate from the welcoming and 
embracing presence of God, who is with us in anything 

and everything that life brings us, always accepting how 
we feel and what we think, always working to help us 
inhabit what is true for us, always helping us fashion 

the most fully human response possible for us as 
concerns what our life contains. 

 
If you are able to enter this worship experience in a 
reverential manner, you are encouraged to immerse 

yourself in the experience. 
 

If you are not able to do so, you are encouraged to 
consider that being truthful to your experience is a way 
of showing reverence to God who invites you to explore 
the value of the way you feel in your life and about your 

life.  You are also invited to ponder with us our 
conceptions about God, looking for more adequate 
ways to understand God and how God personally 

companions and supports us in all things. 
 

Welcome!

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


Ordinary Time – 7th Sunday after Pentecost 
(Mark 6:14-29) 

 We will internalize this text by describing what “Herod” and 
“John the Baptist” are in our interior life. The name Herod means 
“heroic.” Interestingly, its root is: “a view, i.e. form [image, 
appearance].” I expected the root to be a word which has some of 
the internal characteristics of being heroic, like nobility of purpose 
or courage. Instead, the root is concerned with form rather than 
substance, with appearance rather than actuality. Internally, Herod 
would be the aspect of us who pays attention to how we appear, 
and wishes us to appear in a particular way. Heroic, in the sense of 
courageous and noble would be only one illustration. Any idea or 
ideal of what a person should be would be another illustration. 
Herod is the part of us to whom it matters how we appear, and 
whose interest is in making certain that others see us in the way 
we value and have chosen. Herod will do whatever it takes to 
ensure that we appear and are seen in that way. 
 John the Baptist is a mythological figure found in the New 
Testament, and like Herod John represents something about our 
own life. We experience what John represents as a particular 
awareness, an awareness that something about our life is off-
target or misses the mark. John is the name given in mythology to 
what we experience as the capacity to see behind the appearance 
of things, especially when the appearance and the reality do not 
coincide. This awareness provides the motivation for us to reflect 
on what kind of changes are needed in order for us to engage our 
situation. So, for example, John would be the awareness that we 
are not noble or courageous as we think or want, but instead are 
possibly self-serving, manipulative and deceptive. 
 The awareness that John represents might be intriguing and 
interesting and valuable to Herod, but ultimately John’s awareness 
gets in the way of Herod’s insistence that we focus on how we 
appear. Said differently, our need to be seen in certain ways 
compromises the impulse to be aware of how we are. Herod 
decapitates John; that is, our need to be seen in certain ways cuts 
off any desire to be conscious of and pay attention to what is real 

for us. What then becomes real is how we wish to be seen rather 
than what we actually are feeling and/or thinking. 
 The text ends here. There is no moral telling us this should not 
happen. There is only the awareness that this compromising does 
happen. However, once we see that it has happened it is possible to 
reflect on the consequences of it and reconsider it. 

[Jim Robie, 7-9-15, Cycle B, Mark 6:14-29] 


